For Immediate Release
Office of the Press Secretary
August 25, 2008

Women's Equality Day, 2008
A Proclamation by the President of the United States of America

With vision and determination, American women have helped build our great Nation. On
Women's Equality Day, we remember the dedication of women who overcame many
obstacles in order to secure the right to vote.

The struggle for women's rights is a story of strong women willing to take the lead and
pave the way toward equal voting rights for all American citizens. In 1848, a group of
determined women came together in Seneca Falls, New York, to proclaim that "all men
and women are created equal," and demand suffrage. On August 26, 1920, their voices
were finally heard, and the 19th Amendment to the Constitution guaranteed women the
right to vote.

As we look back on the journey to women gaining suffrage, we remember the sacrifices
of people like Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton. More than 160 years after
the Seneca Falls Convention, we celebrate the spirit, leadership, and hard work of those
pioneering women. We also recognize the women who continue in this tradition by
acting as role models in their communities, helping raise the next generation of
Americans, leading in their professions, and serving in the Armed Forces protecting our
country. These women are continuing on the path set by those who came before them,
so that all Americans can realize the great promise of our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States,
do hereby proclaim August 26, 2008, as Women's Equality Day. | call upon the people
of the United States to celebrate the achievements of women and observe this day with
appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second day of
August, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third.

GEORGE W. BUSH
HHH



For Immediate Release
Office of the Press Secretary
August 6, 2007

Women's Equality Day, 2007
A Proclamation by the President of the United States

On Women's Equality Day, we commemorate the adoption of the 19th Amendment to
our Constitution and the strong leadership of extraordinary women who have made
America a more perfect Union by advancing women's suffrage.

At the Seneca Falls Convention of 1848, a group of visionaries gathered to proclaim the
ideas that "all men and women are created equal" and "endowed by their Creator with
certain inalienable rights." That gathering grew into a national movement that led to the
ratification of the 19th Amendment, guaranteeing women the right to vote. This
achievement reflects the vision and determination of the suffragists who stood for a
freer society and changed our Nation's history.

Since the passage of the 19th Amendment, pioneers such as Margaret Chase Smith
and Sandra Day O'Connor rose above obstacles and broke down barriers to equality.
Today, American women are shaping our Nation and the world by serving in all walks of
life. Many brave women volunteer to wear the uniform of the United States, and they
serve as an inspiration to all.

Our Nation is grateful for the bold leadership of American women who have opened
doors of opportunity for women of future generations. On Women's Equality Day we
honor the suffragists and all those who seek to expand equality in our world.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States,
do hereby proclaim August 26, 2007, as Women's Equality Day. | call upon the people
of the United States to celebrate the achievements of women and observe this day with
appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this sixth day of August, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-second.

GEORGE W. BUSH
HHH



For Immediate Release
Office of the Press Secretary
August 21, 2006

Women's Equality Day, 2006
A Proclamation by the President of the United States of America

The ratification of our Constitution's 19th Amendment on August 26, 1920, marked a
turning point for America as women were guaranteed the right to vote. On Women's
Equality Day, we celebrate this milestone and pay tribute to the inspiring individuals who
stepped forward and asked our Nation to live up to its founding principle of equality for
all.

The struggle for women's rights is a story of strong women joining together to break
down the barriers to equality. With courage and determination, Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and other suffragists inspired generations of women
and helped change the path of our Nation's history. The Seneca Falls Convention of
1848 sparked a mass movement for women's voting rights that gained support from
women of all ages and backgrounds. In 1890, Wyoming became the first State whose
constitution allowed women to vote, and by 1918, women could vote in 14 additional
States. Two years later, women secured nationwide suffrage with the passage of the
19th Amendment. By demanding participation in the democratic process, these
visionaries helped spread freedom, justice, and hope for generations to come.

Women today are continuing the suffragists' legacy of leadership and strength. They are
shaping the future through their contributions to all aspects of American life, including
science, law, business, education, athletics, and the arts. They are serving our Nation
with honor and distinction in our Armed Forces. American women have served as
examples for women in other countries in their efforts to increase their participation in
civic and political life. Our Nation remains committed to advancing the equality of
women in the world's newest democracies and fighting threats to women around the
globe.

The courage of American suffragists made our Nation a stronger and more hopeful
place, and we will continue to build an America where the dignity of every person is
respected and where opportunity is within reach of all our citizens. On Women's
Equality Day, we honor the contributions and accomplishments of women throughout
our history, and we pay tribute to all those who helped bring equality to women in
America.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States,
do hereby proclaim August 26, 2006, as Women's Equality Day. | call upon the people
of the United States to celebrate the achievements of women and observe this day with
appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day of August,
in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Independence of the United States
of America the two hundred and thirty-first.

GEORGE W. BUSH
HHH



For Immediate Release
Office of the Press Secretary
August 25, 2005

Women's Equality Day, 2005
A Proclamation by the President of the United States of America

On August 26, 1920, the 19th Amendment to the Constitution was adopted,
guaranteeing American women the right to vote. The passage of this amendment was
the culmination of a long struggle that reached back to the founding of the country and
was furthered by the 1848 women's rights convention in Seneca Falls, New York. By
celebrating Women's Equality Day, we commemorate the adoption of this amendment
and honor the visionary women who fought tirelessly for women's suffrage.

Led by women such as Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Lucretia Mott,
the suffragists stood up against injustice and persevered until, as Susan B. Anthony
wrote, the handful who first took a stand for suffrage grew into an army. The efforts of
these pioneers helped secure for American women the right to vote.

Since the adoption of the 19th Amendment, women have continued to make great
contributions to our Nation. Women today are leaders in medicine, law, journalism,
business, government, and other professions. They are doctors and mothers, teachers
and lawyers, homemakers and pilots, artists and entrepreneurs. Women also are
serving with great honor in our Armed Forces as we fight a war on terror and defend our
freedoms. The hard work of American women is essential to the strength and vitality of
our country.

One hundred and fifty-seven years after the Seneca Falls Convention, we continue to
work so that all people can enjoy their God-given rights. This Women's Equality Day, as
we celebrate the 85th anniversary of the 19th Amendment, we honor the perseverance,
leadership, and achievements of the suffragists and all of America's women, and we
renew our commitment to equal justice and dignity for all.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States,
do hereby proclaim August 26, 2005, as Women's Equality Day. | call upon the people
of the United States to observe this day with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day of August,
in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence of the United States
of America the two hundred and thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
HHH



For Immediate Release
Office of the Press Secretary August 26, 2004

Women's Equality Day, 2004
A Proclamation By the President of the United States of America

On Women's Equality Day, we recognize the hard work and perseverance of those who
helped secure women's suffrage in the United States. With the ratification of the 19th
Amendment to the Constitution in 1920, American women gained one of the most
cherished rights and fundamental responsibilities of citizenship: the right to vote.

The struggle for women's suffrage in America dates back to the founding of our country.
The movement began in earnest at the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848, when women
drafted a Declaration of Sentiments proclaiming they had the same rights as men. In
1916, Jeannette Rankin of Montana became the first American woman elected to the
United States House of Representatives, despite the fact that her fellow women would
not be able to vote nationally for 4 more years. These women and many more like them
worked to ensure that future generations of women could realize the promise of
America.

Today, American women are leaders in business, government, law, science, medicine,
the arts, education, and many other fields. Women-owned businesses account for
nearly half of all privately held firms and are opening at twice the rate of male-owned
businesses. Through vision, determination, and a strong work ethic, remarkable
American women have broadened opportunities for themselves and women around the
world.

The full participation of women and the protection of their rights as citizens are essential
for freedom and democracy to flourish. In Afghanistan, women helped draft their
country's new constitution in January 2004, which guarantees free elections and full
participation by women. These women are eager to exercise their rights and are
registering to vote in great numbers; about 40 percent of those registered to vote in the
October Afghan Presidential elections are women. In Iraq, women are members of the
new interim Iragi government and the recently established National Council. They also
participated in drafting the Transitional Administrative Law, which prohibits
discrimination on the basis of gender, ethnicity, or religion and requires that 25 percent
of the new legislature be women. In the face of great challenges, Iraqi women are
building a better nation for themselves and their families.

As we look to the future, we celebrate the extraordinary accomplishments of women in
America and throughout the world and renew our commitment to equality for all women,
both at home and abroad.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States,
do hereby proclaim August 26, 2004, as Women's Equality Day. | call upon the people
of the United States to observe this day with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth day of August,
in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independence of the United States
of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH HHH



For Immediate Release
Office of the Press Secretary
August 26, 2003

Women's Equality Day, 2003
A Proclamation by the President of the United States of America

The 19th Amendment to the Constitution, ratified on August 26, 1920, guaranteed the
right to vote for American women. Women's Equality Day commemorates this
constitutional amendment and is an opportunity for citizens across our country to honor
those who took part in the long and difficult struggle for women's suffrage, as well those
since 1920 who have continued to fight for equal rights for women.

Beginning with the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848, women's suffrage supporters
lectured, wrote, marched, and lobbied for enfranchisement of American women. Susan
B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Lucretia Mott led this movement and
advocated an amendment to the Constitution that would guarantee women the right to
vote. Through their vision and dedication, these women advanced the fight for equal
rights.

Today, American women are making a difference in their communities and workplaces.
Women's accomplishments in education, business, science, art, medicine, athletics, and
every other field have made America better and stronger. The courage and
determination of American women are exemplified in the personnel serving in our
Armed Forces. Women across America are also helping to secure our country by
serving as police officers, firefighters, doctors, nurses, paramedics, and first-
responders.

Americans believe in opportunity for all and -on this day, we honor the achievements of
women who have charted the path to equal opportunity.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States,
do hereby proclaim August 26, 2003, as Women's Equality-- Day. | call upon the people
of the United States to observe this day with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth day of August,
in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
HHH



For Immediate Release
Office of the Press Secretary
August 24, 2002
Women's Equality Day, 2002
A Proclamation by the President of the United States of America

Today, American women enjoy unprecedented opportunities in business, education,
politics, and countless other aspects of our society. Historically, however, women
suffered grave inequalities and were denied some of the most fundamental benefits of
citizenship.

Each year on August 26th, we mark the important anniversary of the day on which
women gained the right to vote. In celebrating Women's Equality Day, we remember the
brave and determined individuals who worked to ensure that all women have the
opportunity to participate in our democracy. Their dedication to the suffrage movement
improved our society, and continues to inspire women today.

When the first Women's Rights Convention was convened in Seneca Falls in 1848,
women in the United States had limited financial, legal, and political power. In addition
to being denied the right to vote, they also could not own property, control their wages,
or claim custody of their children.

Courageous heroes like Carrie Chapman Catt, Alice Paul, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and
Susan B. Anthony refused to accept women's status, and began a determined struggle
to gain suffrage for women. Leading active and vocal groups like the National American
Woman Suffrage Association and the National Woman's Party, these women risked
attack and arrest to organize marches, boycotts, and pickets, while mobilizing an
influential lobbying force of millions. Finally, on August 26, 1920, the women's suffrage
movement accomplished its goal through the ratification of the 19th Amendment to the
Constitution, guaranteeing women the right to vote.

In Afghanistan, the Taliban used violence and fear to deny Afghan women access to
education, health care, mobility, and the right to vote. Our coalition has liberated
Afghanistan and restored fundamental human rights and freedoms to Afghan women,
and all the people of Afghanistan. Young girls in Afghanistan are able to attend schools
for the first time.

As we celebrate this day, | encourage all Americans to learn about our important
achievements in equality. Looking to the future, we must remain diligent as we work to
ensure the rights of all of our citizens, and to support those who struggle daily for life's
basic liberties.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States,
do hereby proclaim August 26, 2002, as Women's Equality Day. | call upon the people
of the United States to observe this day with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this twenty-third day of August,
in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the Independence of the United States
of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH HitH



For Immediate Release
Office of the Press Secretary
August 24, 2001

Women's Equality Day, 2001
A Proclamation by the President of the United States of America

Women's Equality Day marks the anniversary of women's enfranchisement and a
pivotal victory for women's rights. Our Nation recognized a woman's right to vote with
the passage of the 19th Amendment in 1920, but the roots of the women's rights
movement go back to at least 80 years earlier. of the women's rights movement go back
to at least 80 years earlier.

In 1840, Elizabeth Cady Stanton met Lucretia Mott at the World's Anti-Slavery
Convention in London. They, along with the other women there, expected to join in the
anti-slavery proceedings, but male delegates refused to allow them to participate. Thus
rebuffed, Mott and Stanton began a journey that would lead to the 1848 Seneca Falls
Convention. There, the Declaration of Rights and Sentiments called for women's
equality, including the right to vote and to take part in our Nation's great moral debates.

Nearly all women's rights advocates also fought for the abolition of slavery. One
hundred and fifty years ago, anti-slavery suffragette Sojourner Truth gave a powerful
address expounding on the strength of women. Her impassioned call for women to
actively participate in social justice movements became a legendary link between
abolition and suffrage. That same year, Susan B. Anthony met Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
and they later joined Harriet Tubman, Mary Ann Shad Cary, Lucy Stone, and other
abolitionists to pursue the goal of women's suffrage. Many 19th Century abolitionist
suffragettes did not live to see the fruit of their work for women's enfranchisement, but
their efforts led the way for women to fight for and win recognition of their rights as
equal participants in our Republic.

Tremendous advancements have been made in the fight for equality. But we must
remain diligent in enforcing our Nation's laws. And we still have work to do in this area.
Today, thousands of people, mainly women and children, are trafficked into the United
States each year and forced to work in the sex industry, sweatshops, field labor, and
domestic servitude. Beyond these vile acts, workplace discrimination and targeted
violence continue to take place, despite their rejection by our communities and legal
system.

Our efforts to ensure women equal rights must include the protection of women from
violence and equal access to justice. This is particularly vital for women who face
geographic, cultural, and other barriers to social justice services. Women victimized by
crime should receive equitable and compassionate care, including access to advocacy,
emergency shelter, law enforcement protection, and legal aid. That is why my 2002
budget requests increased funding for Federal initiatives to combat violence against
women and to continue the guarantees of basic civil rights and liberties for women.

As we remember the well-known champions of women's equality, we also honor the
millions of women whose private efforts and personal ideals continue to sustain and
improve this land. On Women's Equality Day, | call upon all Americans to defend the
freedoms gained by those who came before us and to continue to expand our shared
vision of social justice and equality.



NOW, THEREFORE, |, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States,
do hereby proclaim August 26, 2001, as Women's Equality Day. | call upon the people
of the United States to observe this day with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth day of
August, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
HHH



